
 

Reading Rationale  

 
At Audley, we understand and embrace the fact that reading is a life-long skill which needs to be accurately taught, 
practised and refined throughout a learner’s life. Through reading, pupils have the chance to develop culturally, 
emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. Reading also enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build 
on what they already know; all the skills of language are essential to participating fully as a member of society. 
 
Intent 
The aims for teaching reading in our school are for pupils to: 

• read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

• develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both 
pleasure and information 

• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar 
and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading and spoken language 

• appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage 

• use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and 
ideas 

• fulfil the requirements of the National Curriculum for English 

At Audley, our intended aims are fulfilled by providing a broad, balanced curriculum offer while ensuring the 

progression in the development of conceptual knowledge, skills and understanding. Quality text have been identified 

for all year groups in order to promote a language rich environment, high expectations, challenging targets as well as 

celebrating our pupils rich and diverse backgrounds. Reading starts with our early year’s provision, developing early 

reading knowledge and skills through books, rhymes, songs, letters, sounds etc.  Our reading curriculum is a golden 

thread, starting with our early readers, that is centred around vocabulary. This supports closing the gap for our 

disadvantaged, EAL and SEND pupils. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Implementation 

The Teaching of Reading 

At Audley, we focus on impriving reaing fluency at every phase. Using a 

range of reading approaches, we ensure chidlren are accessing and 

developing their fluency and that the approach to reading mathces the 

purpose, for example: 

• Read aloud – this forms part of our whole class reading sessions and 

allows children to have fluency of reading modeeled ot themwhilst also 

having the opportunity to read to the class. Text used in read alud may 

be challenging and can create an opportunity for all learners to explore 

high elvel vocabulry and lanugae strucutres. 

• Small group reading – children can listen to others reading whilt also 

having the opprtunity to further develop their won fluency. 

Comprehsnion and sicussion follows small group, guided reading lessons. Text chosen for gudided reading 

lessons may be slightly higher than the upils rading age. This allows pupils to explore high vacbulry but also fully 

comprehend the text in-line with group discussion. 

• 1:! Reading occurs daily and is the most effective way of pupils imprviing their reading fluency. Children will have 

a etxt that is inline with their reading aility, chidlren will read out loud to an adult and hae the freedom to use 

their own strtegies for dedoding and comprehending. 

• Silent reading – we build on chidlrens independent reading once they become fluent 

(Reading Reconsidered, 2016) 

Reading Sequence 
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Reading consists of two dimensions: 

word reading and comprehension. Quality teaching of early reading is essential for children to develop competence, 

fluency and automaticity when decoding and recognising familiar and unfamiliar words. The teaching of reading at 

Audley is progressive across each year group, for example: 

EYFS YEAR 2 YEAR 4 YEAR 6 

To hear and say 

the initial sound 

in words 

to read accurately by 

blending the sounds 

in words that 

contain the 

graphemes taught so 

far, especially 

recognising 

alternative sounds 

for graphemes 

to read most words 

fluently and attempt to 

decode any unfamiliar 

words with increasing 

speed and skill. To apply 

their knowledge of root 

words, prefixes and 

suffixes/word endings 

to read aloud fluently. 

To read fluently with 
full knowledge of all 
Y5/ Y6 exception 

words, root words, 
prefixes, suffixes/word 
endings and to decode 
any unfamiliar words 
with increasing speed 
and skill, recognising 

their meaning through 
contextual cues. 

Early Reading 

Phonics is taught systematically in EYFS and KS1 and then specific intervention provided across KS2 where needed. 

Audley Primary School follows the Letters and Sounds approach as outlined in ‘Letters and Sounds: Principles and 

Practice of High Quality Phonics’, found in the Primary National Strategy 2007. The school uses a systematic 

synthetic phonics programme designed to teach children to read and write. Provocations in EYFS are used alongside 

the teaching of phonics as a visual, auditory, kinaesthetic and multi-sensory method of teaching phonics. Letters and 

Sounds is used for the structure and coverage through EYFS and KS1 alongside this.  

Additional Reading Opportunities 

• All children in KS2 have 1:1 reading with an adult 2x per week. 

• Bottom 20% of readers in KS2 have additional 1:1 reading with an adult per week. 

• All children in KS1 have 1:1 reading with an adult every day. 

• All children take part in a book blanket every Monday.  

• All children have a read aloud session and book blether with an adult for 15 minutes 

every day – these are selected from Monday’s book blanket. 

•  All reading lessons end with ERIC (everybody reading in class). 

 



Children are then taken through the phases of blending and segmenting words to develop reading and writing skills. 

Year 2 children develop their knowledge of spelling patterns as found in appendix 1 of the national curriculum, which 

continues through KS2. There is an expectation that all children will be fluent readers having secured word 

recognition skills by the end of KS1. We adopt a determined approach to teaching phonics and reading to ensure 

that all children have the fluency and automaticity required to access all reading material. The teaching of phonics 

helps pupils to build essential phonic knowledge and skills: 

 • Blending decodable words  

• Sight reading of high frequency and tricky words 

 • Segmenting decodable words (including high frequency words 

 • Spelling tricky words  

 

At Audley Primary School we use Accelerated from year 2 onwards and these are 

supplemented with different reading materials including ‘free choice’ books and a 

range of genres to explore through both our reading and writing offer. Phonic intervention continues across key 

stage 2 to ensure all children leave our school fluent in reading. 

 

 

 

Quality Text 

All year groups have a quality text focus, for use across the English curriculm. This text is use as both reading and 

writing stimulus across a ½ term (in year 1 we have a 2 week cycle).These texts have been selected: 

• to provide appropriate challenge in vocabulary and language structures, 

• to develop cultural capital and deepen our children’s understanding of each other and the world, 

• to enable children to experience a range of current authors with a diverse ethnic and cultral background.  

• and to ensure children are experiencing and broadneing ther understadning of literary heritage in Britain. 

Listening to longer or more complex texts than they would be able to read alone 

increases children’s knowledge and understanding and, along with the rich 

vocabulary they encounter, develops their reading comprehension. When the 

teacher reads aloud, it makes literary language accessible and also provides a 

model of expressive reading. 

 

Parental Involvement  

Research shows that parental involvement in their children’s learning positively affects the child’s performance at 

school (Fan & Chen, 2001). We hold meetings annually that focus on the whole school curriculum, including the 

reading curriculum and how to support their child at home. In addition to this we work with parents in EYFS and KS1 

to support reading by holding ‘Phonics’ workshops each term/as required. These workshops allow parents and 

grandparents to observe and join in with phonics sessions in school and also create an opportunity for them to have 

open discussions with teachers about how to support reading. All children from Reception to Year 4 have a reading 

record where parents and teachersa can have a reading conversation and coomunicate targets and 

recommendations.  Children are expected to have their reading records in school and to take them home every day. 

We maintain high expectations that all children should be reading and re-reading their home reading books for 

twenty minutes every day and have stories read to them at home. Parents in EYFS, KS1 and LKS2 are expected to 

write comments in their child’s reading record to show that they are reading daily and as a way of communicating, 

when appropriate, with their child’s teacher about their reading. In UKS2, children are expected to take more 

responsibility and record their own books and responses to books. 

Reading for Pleasure 



Reading schools explicitly teach: knowledge about authors and books the language of books reading stamina 

choosing books – encouraging children to choose to read and also enabling them to choose a book they might enjoy. 

This year, Audley Primary School is taking part in the Reading for Pleasure programme with Birmingham City 

University. Our key aims are: 

1) Book Talk pedagogy - To support teacher subject knowledge of current authors, being able to discuss text 

and make recommendations with pupils. 

2) Read aloud pedagogy - To ensure teachers are modelling effective reading aloud strategies, encouraging  

children to do the same.  

We have a strong ethos around the importance of reading and having a 

lifelong love of books. We have a determined approach towards teaching 

reading and we also recognise that children need to have very regular 

opportunities for reading for pleasure. Each class has at least 15 minutes 

reading for pleasure. During this quiet and relaxed time, they can choose to 

read their home reading book or books available in their classrooms 

independently or with adult support where appropriate. Adults in the 

classroom will also read aloud everyday as a way of modelling good practice and encouraging book talk and 

discussion. In addition to this, each class enjoys listening to a class story daily, which may be from the whole class 

text or pupil/ teacher choice. These books are carefully chosen in order to expose children to a broad range of 

vocabulary and to provide purposeful opportunities to discuss important aspects of British values, mental health, 

well-being and citizenship, this developing children’s cultural capital. To further promote reading for pleasure a 

reading club takes place during lunchtime. Children can read quietly, in pairs or be read to by an adult. There are a 

range of different reading materials that the children can access and explore such as comics, magazines, non-fiction 

and fiction books – this take place in our library. FUTURE …? 

Library  

At Audley Primary School, we have a library which covers EYFS up to UKS2. Fiction and non-fiction books are 

catalogued against the Accelerated Reader programme and children have their own library cards. To encourage the 

use of the library, children visit the library at least once per week. 

Impact 

Effective formative assessment is one of the major factors in teaching every child to become a reader. This means 

teachers need a strong grasp of where every child is as a reader, both their strengths and the areas in which they 

need to develop. Teachers need to understand the Simple View of Reading and apply that understanding to their 

children’s knowledge and skills. Identifying gaps and planning carefully how to close them is vital for moving 

children’s reading forward. 

Monitoring of the teaching and learning of reading takes place through various means: 

 • Observations of Reading Fluency and phonics teaching.  

• Monitoring of planning, record keeping and assessment (including weekly accelerated reader evaluations) 

• One to one reading where the teacher listens to a child read to establish the accuracy of the reading level and the 

suitability of the reading material. 

 • Learning walks to establish whether reading has been given a high profile within each classroom (displays, reading 

bookmarks to encourage home reading, book corners) especially within cross curricular areas of learning. 

 • Evidence gathered in an audit during autumn term is used to form an action plan for reading, including training 

requirements, support needs and resourcing  

• Work scrutiny to ensure consistency and accuracy of teacher judgements and to maximise the use of reading 

opportunities. 


